Newman College Christian Service Program

The Newman College Marist Christian Service Learning program is informed by the Gospel passion which inspired Saint Marcellin.
Marcellin Champagnat dedicated his life to serving young people with compassion and care, embodying the message of Jesus Christ as
a model of humility and selflessness. Marcellin believed that leadership is demonstrated through acts of love and service, emphasising
the importance of nurturing the spiritual and personal growth of each child. His commitment laid the foundation for a Marist community
where serving others is not only encouraged, but celebrated. It is an essential way of living out Jesus’ teachings from the Gospel and
embodying the Marist values that are at the heart of our Newman College Community.

Based on the Catholic Social Teachings and the imperative of Jesus to serve others, students at Newman College are taught to think of
others and to do good quietly as they learn their social responsibilities to humankind. This is in the context of the message of the
Gospel, which underpins the basis of Christian Service.

Our staff and families are also invited to participate in the joy of giving alongside our students, and to be people who bring hope and joy
to others.

Rationale

The Newman College Christian Service Learning program outlines the key themes, scriptural foundations, and aims for each year level,
guiding students in their journey of faith and service. Its purpose is to provide a structured framework that fosters the development of
essential values and skills, encouraging students to engage meaningfully with their community while deepening their understanding of
Christian principles and the example set by Jesus Christ and Saint Marcellin Champagnat.

Primary
Year Theme/Marist Scriptural Marist | Service Description
Level Tradition Underpinnings Tradition | Hours
Kindy - Love in Action Jesus’ Two Great Family n/a Children undertake classroom activities that
Year 2 ‘Family Spirit’ Commandments Spirit introduce and embed the Two Great




(Matthew 22:36-40)

Commandments, learning the foundations of
kindness, respect, and care as they begin to
serve others in simple, meaningful ways. Through
these activities, children learn about Family
Spirit, building a sense of belonging and
community as they grow in faith together.

Year 3

Finding Forgiveness

Parable of the Lost
Son (Luke 15:11-32)

Presence

n/a

Children explore the Parable of the Lost Son,
learning about forgiveness and reconciliation.
Children are encouraged to practice forgiveness
and mercy and to reach out to others in kind
ways. Through these actions, children develop
their understanding of the Marist characteristic of
Presence, being attentive and compassionate
toward others as they grow in empathy and
understanding.

Year 4

Serving with Humility

Jesus washes the feet
of his disciples (John
13:1-17)

Love of
Work

n/a

Children learn about Jesus washing the feet of his
disciples, emphasising the importance of
humility and service. As they celebrate the
Eucharist, children deepen their sense of

community and faith, embracing Love of Work by

serving others with dedication and a generous
heart.

Year 5

Living as Jesus taught

Story of Pentecost
Pentecost (Acts 2:1-
12)

In the
Way of
Mary

3 hours

Children focus on the Fruits of the Holy Spirit,
learning to live as Jesus taught by practicing
virtues like kindness, patience, and self control.
Through acts of service, children follow In the
Way of Mary, serving others with a spirit of
gentleness, compassion, and love




Year 6 Compassion in Action Parable of the Good | Simplicity | 6 hours Children connect themes of compassion and
Samaritan (Luke selflessness to their journey toward
10:25-37) Confirmation, embracing the call to serve others
with care and courage. Through their actions,
they reflect the gifts of the Holy Spirit, living out
the Marist characteristic of Simplicity by serving
with a humble and open heart.
Secondary
Year Theme Scriptural Marist Service Description
Level Underpinnings Characteristic | Hours
Year 7 Living the Jesus’ Two Great Presence & 10 Students explore the Two Great Commandments,
Commandments: Love Commandments Simplicity deepening their understanding of how these
and Service (Matthew 22:36-40) commandments can inspire them to live out their
faith through service and compassion in their
everyday lives. They embody Simplicity by
approaching their relationships with honesty and
kindness, and Presence by being attentive and
supportive to those around them.
Year 8 United in Faith: Living as | The Body of Christ (1 Family Spirit 10 Students delve into the concept of the Body of Christ,
the Body of Christ Corinthians 12:12-27) exploring their role within the Church and the
community. They learn about the importance of unity,
collaboration, and service, embracing Family Spirit
by fostering a sense of belonging and support within
their parish and local community.
Year 9 Serving in Love: In the The Annunciation In the Way of 15 Students explore key events in the life of Mary,
Way of Mary (Luke 1:26-38) Mary encouraging them to serve others In the way of




He Visitation (Luke
1:39-56)
The Wedding at Cana
(John 2:1-11)

Mary. Students can reflect on their own actions and
commitments, fostering a deeper connection to their
faith and community through Marian service

Year 10 &
11

Leading with Love: The
Spirit of Servant
Leadership

Jesus washes feet of
disciples (John 13:1-
17)

Servant Leadership
(Mark 10:41-45)

Love of Work

25

Students examine the teachings of Jesus washing the
feet of his disciples and the concept of servant
leadership as presented in the Gospel of Mark. They
learn how true leadership is grounded in service,
humility, and compassion, while embracing a Love of
Work that encourages them to commit fully to their
responsibilities and inspire others as they prepare to
nominate for student leader positions

Year 12

Living as good Christians
and Citizens

Parable of the Talents
(Matthew 25:14-30)
The Rich Young Ruler
(Mark 10:17-27)

Love of Work

Students in Year 12 are encouraged to celebrate their
Love of Work by continuing their journey in Christian
service learning. This can be in their parish or local
community, or through the School Curriculum and
Standards Authority endorsed Community Service
program. Students are also encouraged to explore
further options beyond the completion of school
including the Young Marist Volunteers and Bridge
Builders programs, which offer opportunities for
students to assist in both local and international
projects.




